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Many people don’t realize the tragedy happens right before their eyes. Each day across the world, hundreds of species are dying and becoming extinct. This is a huge problem that many people choose to overlook. It's not just that animals are dying; there are thousands of plants extinct also. There are many causes of animal endangerment and what people really need to learn is why so many animals are dying and what they can do to stop it.

            1. WHAT’S AN ENDANGERED ANIMAL?

A species is called endangered when there are so few of its kind left that it could disappear from the planet altogether and become ‘extinct’. Extinct means an animal hasn’t been seen in the wild for 50 years.

2. THE PROBLEM OF ENDANGERED SPECIES.






THE REASONS of extinctions
There are several reasons why species are becoming endangered and dying. The main reason is the loss of habitat (Endangered Habitats). This is caused by urban development expanding into crucial habitat areas and pollution.  Overbuilding encroaches on salmon-spawning streams, for instance, and may completely destroy or alter the streams, which is a dramatic loss of habitat to salmon. 
The second leading reason is human ignorance; most humans are uneducated and need to learn about what's going on.   Many humans do stupid things such as pour oil down into the sewers which ends up in Puget Sound. This ends up killing thousands of salmon because it eventually ends up in the steams. 
Another stupid thing humans do is illegal poaching. It's killing all of the endangered species! Poaching may not be a huge problem in civilized countries but in some countries it’s a leading cause of extinction. Some people just really don’t care about endangered species or the laws which try to protect the animals.  
Other reasons are overexploitation, pollution, limited distribution
HOW BIG IS THE PROBLEM?

In total 762 plant and animal species are now recorded as extinct.

-The Mekong giant catfish is one of the world’s largest freshwater fish. It’s up to three meters long. Numbers have dropped by 80 percent in just 13 years because of humans. If that carries on it will soon disappear. 



-There are now less than 1000 pandas left in the wild.



-A hundred years ago there were 100000 tigers in the wild, now there are less than 7000. Three types of tiger, the Bali, Caspian and Javan tiger, have already become extinct. The South China tiger is struggling to survive. 



-There used to be millions of koalas in Australia. Now there are less than 100000.
In 1808 there were 2,230,000,000 passenger pigeons in U.S.; last one died in 1914.

Washington State has 33 endangered animal species, most affected are salmon.

Orca whales now considered endangered
Problem can't be solved until people do their individual part in protecting the natural

Environment and wildlife around them.
ENDANGERED ANIMAL.

Now 12259 species are threatened to some extent, including mammals, birds, reptiles, insects and fish.  Our closest relatives, the great apes of Africa and Asia could be close to extinction in the wild.

TIGER: Disaster did not strike the tiger until a post-war demand for hardwood triggered a massive onslaught on tropical forests. Vast areas, which had stood for 60 million years, disappeared at the rate of 50 acres a minute. Deprived of shelter and prey, the tiger was doomed. In 1972, its population had dropped from 40000 to less than 2000 in 40 years. It’s now doubled on WWF reserves.

PANDA: Emblem of the World Wildlife Fund, the giant panda faced extinction by the end of the century. Leopards occasionally kill the younger ones, and pandas can be accidentally snared in the traps set to snare musk deer. Occasionally giant pandas are shot: their skins are prized as trophies, or used as rugs and wall hangings. And there are not so many bamboo forests now where pandas can find food. 

3. WHY SHOULD WE PROTECT SPECIES?

Medicinal Values
Forty percent of all prescriptions written today are either based on or synthesized from natural compounds from different species. 
Agricultural Values
          We depend upon only 20 species such as wheat and corn to provide 90% of the world's food. 

Commercial Values
Some wild species are harvested commercially, thus contributing directly to local and regional economies. For example, commercial salmon fishing and mussels and oysters fishing.
This business supports approximately 10,000 U.S. jobs and contributes over $700 million to the U.S. economy annually. Unfortunately, 43% of the freshwater mussel species in North American are currently endangered or extinct.

Ecological Values
Species also make up the fabric of healthy ecosystems When species become endangered, it is an indicator that the health of these vital ecosystems is beginning to unravel. 

Aesthetic/Recreational Values
Each year over 108 million people in the United States participate in wildlife-related recreation including hunting, fishing, and observing, feeding, or photographing wildlife.

Over $59 billion is spent each year by people in the United States on travel, lodging, equipment, and food to go fishing, hunting and engage in non-consumptive wildlife recreation.

4. WHAT CAN WE DO?

Support conservation organizations like the World Wildlife Fund, UNEP, and Dian Fossey Gorilla Fund. Or you could adopt an animal at your local zoo which would pay for its keep.

Nowadays many banks organize the salutary lotteries. Money which they receive goes to zoos or reservations. 

But ordinary people can follow these simple rules to save the endangered animals:
- Use common sense

- Help to create habitats

-  Don't destroy habitats

- Recycle

- Write letters to people of power, make them help

- Inform the public

- Keep streams and habitats clean

- Don't drop litter

- Donate money to local organizations.
We want to live on the planet where it will be possible to see animals in wild and smell flowers and trees in blossom, so if only we follow these simple rules, we hope, we will change the situation with animal extinction.
